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Presidential Address 

      With gratitude and respect, I extend a warm welcome to all the dignitaries and respected members of our esteemed and trusted organisation. I feel it is a legacy handed over to me by the work done by my predecessors. I am moved to feel the affection and confidence that members have shown towards me to serve as your President.
      IMA is a family of 1,80,000 members. Punjab IMA has flourished since its inception and gained strength under the able leadership of many dynamic Presidents. Their dynamism resulted from the faith and trust put into them by their comrades. I have always been inspired by the trail blazing performances of our predecessors. The contribution and interest of new members has further enriched it with brotherhood. IMA has incredible influence and high regard among our patients and the public. Some of the major achievements of IMA are -
      - Revival of Punjab Medical Council
      - Cancellation of Nursing Home Registration Act.
      A landmark achievement is the enactment of Act for protection of Doctors and medicare institutions by Punjab Government. My sincere and special thanks to S. Parkash Singh Badal and his team for safeguarding the interest of medical fraternity. I take this opportunity to specially thank Dr. D. S. Cheema who played a very pivotal role and helped us at every step to achieve this. I also appreciate the role of Media for helping us and also creating a sense of acceptance for this Act in the society. There were lot of complexities in making this law. This was possible because of participation by each member in the state, may be in form of medical bandh or hunger strike. It was a clear show of strength and unity throughout the state. I congratulate one and all for making this dream come true.
SAVE GIRL CHILD
      We all know that gender imbalance is a matter of grave concern. IMA is against female foeticide. Our daughters are disappearing even before they are born. Now under scanner is her right to be born. Besides law enforcing agencies there is a need to change the mind set of public through positive measures. Some of the organisations have come up with programmes of social awareness.
      - Nanhi Chhaon
      - Aathwan phera
      - Laadli & Kanyadaan
      I am of firm opinion that Media can play a crucial part by restating their success stories and by creating positive image of the girl child. 
PRIVATE HEALTHCARE
      Surveys have found that 80% of the households are dependent on private healthcare. In the present scene like this, it is high time to review, the dedication of our worthy members to our noble profession. 
      Bernard Lawn a known cardiologist, Noble prize winner has written a book "The Lost Art of Healing". The bond between doctor and patient is important. Listening to patient is most complex and difficult of all tools. He feels that -
      - Healing is replaced with treating
      - Caring is supplemented by managing
      - Art of listening is taken over by technological procedures.
      Ours is a noble profession. People seek help and guidance with lot of hope from a doctor considering him near to God. So we all should introspect deeply and act resolutely, to further strengthen the doctor - patient relationship.
Regarding 304-A
      The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in its judgement dated 5th August, 2005 has clearly issued guidelines in case of 304-A IPC. Before proceedings against the doctor, investigating officer should obtain an independent and competent medical opinion preferably from a doctor in Govt. service qualified in that branch of medical practice. Our senior members and Past President Dr. OPS Kande, enquired under RTI Act about the details of guidelines issued by Pb. Govt. since judgement by Supreme Court. He was able to get a copy issued to all SSPs in the State by DGP as per directions of apex court. Medical record is systematic documentation of sequential events of patient's medical history and healthcare. In such a legal scenario case histories have unquestionable legal importance. In case of accusation, the most important evidence deciding doctor's sentence or acquittal will be well within the case history. So we should have fairly good documentation of medical records.
RNTCP & HEALTH AWARENESS PROGRAMME
      This is a national programme and IMA is involved in a big way by Govt. of India. The aim is to improve the diagnosis and treatment of TB. In this programme we will be doing Annual Workshop, Branch level CMEs and district training programmes. Besides this we should adopt Health Awareness Programmes for diseases as Diabetes, high Risk Pregnancy, care of New Born, HIV and AIDS and Cardiac Diseases. We are committed to look after the health of people in rural areas promoting 'Aao Gaon Chalein' scheme and Anemia Eradication Programme.
PUNJAB MEDICAL COUNCIL
      This is a statutory body and I had a chance to work for three years with President Dr. Manmohan Singh. IMA needs to have a good co-ordination with Punjab Medical Council for the interest of medical fraternity. It is a high time to review the PMC Act and increase the number of members of PMC. The voting pattern in the election process of PMC should be reviewed. I request President PMC to issue some CME Hours to academic meetings of IMA held at branch level.
      I thank IMA Amritsar Branch. Dr. A. S. Arora, Dr. H. S. Deep and his team for organising this magnificent Conference. I have deep attachment to this holy city of Amritsar.
      - My Medical School. AlmaMater
      - IMA Members - For their clear and transparent attitude
      - My love and light of my life-Dr. Amita Sharma is from this city
      Our Association is full of creative minds and this is the most valuable resource of the country. I need your active guidance and support. I promise to work hard and bring glory to the Association.
      I shall have the opportunity to meet members across the state and hear their concerns and to speak on behalf of IMA. I accept the responsibility bestowed upon me. I firmly believe that with hard work and hope we can take the challenges and turn them into opportunities for better health. There are many other area that demand our imagination, our innovative energies and our readiness to adapt if we are to live tomorrow in the manner we desire.
       Let's summon a new spirit of service and responsibility where each one of us can contribute for the healthcare of the society. 
      Thank you all.
      Long Live IMA.
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